
Classical Music in 2014 
The Year in Statistics

Conductors are 
getting younger…

Average age of 
Busiest Conductors

2010 2014

50
61

1. Andris Nelsons (36)
2. Jaap van Zweden (54)
3. Michael Tilson Thomas (70)
4. Yannick Nézet-Séguin (39)
5. Gustavo Dudamel (33)
6. Alan Gilbert (47)
7. Sir Simon Rattle (59)
8. Andrey Boreyko (57)
9. Kent Nagano (63)
10.Vladimir Jurowski (42)

Busiest orchestras

1 2 3

4. Los Angeles 
Philharmonic

5. Nordwestdeutsche 
Philharmonie

6. Berlin Philharmonic

7. Cleveland Orchestra

8. Philadelphia  
 Orchestra

9. London Symphony 
Orchestra

10.Royal Concertgebouw 
Orchestra

1.  Beethoven
2.  Mozart
3.  J S Bach
4.  Brahms
5.  Schubert
6.  Richard Strauss
7.  Tchaikovsky
8.  Handel
9.  Ravel
10. Dvořák

Top 5 Female Conductors 
42. Marin Alsop 
54. Xian Zhang 
85. Simone Young 
91. Jane Glover 
149. JoAnn Falletta 

Top 5 Female Composers 
132. Sofia Gubaidulina 
180. Clara Schumann 
210. Kaija Saariaho 
219. Judith Weir 
260. Sally Beamish

In the top 20 contemporary composers, there are 3 Johns and 1 woman  
2. John Williams, 3. John Adams, 7. John Rutter, 12. Sofia Gubaidulina

Most Performed Operas
1. La bohème (Puccini)
2. La traviata (Verdi)
3. Carmen (Bizet)
4. Tosca (Puccini)
5. Madama Butterfly (Puccini)
6. Die Zauberflöte (Mozart)
7. Don Giovanni (Mozart)
8. Il barbiere di Siviglia (Rossini)
9. Le nozze di Figaro (Mozart)
10.Rigoletto (Verdi)

In the Opera House…

Busiest Opera Companies
1. Vienna State Opera
2. Metropolitan Opera
3. Bavarian State Opera
4. Opéra de Paris
5. The Royal Opera

8
10

of the most performed 
operas are in Italian

Most Performed Opera Composers…
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IN 2014, BACHTRACK.COM LISTED…

16,500 concerts 5,500 opera  
performances

3,700 dance  
performances

IN THE CONCERT HALL…

Dvořák (b.1841) 
16th ➞ 10th
Ravel (b.1875) 
18th ➞ 9th

Haydn (b.1732) 
9th ➞ 13th

Composers are getting younger too…

Most performed works
1.  Messiah (Handel)
2.  Symphony #7 (Beethoven)
3.  Piano Concerto #5 (Beethoven)
4.  Symphony #6 (Tchaikovsky)
5.  Symphony #3 (Beethoven)
6.  Symphony #9 (Dvořák)
7.  Don Juan (R Strauss)
8.  Symphony #8 (Schubert)
9.  Symphony #5 (Beethoven)
10. Piano Concerto #3 (Beethoven)

Rhapsody on a theme by 
Paganini (Rachmaninov) 
172nd ➞ 16th
Don Juan (R Strauss) 
93rd ➞ 7th
Ein Deutsches Requiem 
(Brahms) 136th ➞ 50th

The Rite of Spring 
(Stravinsky) 
5th ➞ 132nd
Siegfried Idyll (Wagner) 
13th ➞ 104th
Piano Concerto (Grieg) 
22nd ➞ 88th

Where are the women?

THE ANNIVERSARY EFFECT

IN OUT
Richard Strauss 
Up in list of composers 
from no.23 to no.6

Don Juan up to no.7 
of works performed

Ariadne auf Naxos up  
to no.22 of operas

Britten 4th ➞ 27th
Wagner 11th ➞ 30th
Verdi 20th ➞ 40th
Poulenc 30th ➞ 41st
Lutosławski 48th ➞ 106th

All of these statistics are based exclusively on performances listed on Bachtrack. We’re the largest classical events finder 
online, though our listings are not comprehensive. Read more at http://bachtrack.com/classical-music-statistics-2014.
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